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Excerpt: .for his accounts is another, and a quite unanswerable
question. The Vision of Furseus is easily accounted for. This
holy man spent the greater part of his early life in France, and,
while there, no doubt became imbued with the orthodox
patristic doctrines and conceptions. But this vision is not
original with Bede. Neither, to be sure, is that of Drihthelm, if
we are to accredit Bede s own statements; but Drihthelm s
vision is related with all the careful regard for detail which is
characteristic of the continental visions, and it is, therefore,
highly probable that the historian elaborated this story, as it
was told him, from his own readings. The question is not an
important one. The abstract of the Vision of Drihthelm, given
below, will show very plainly that but very few, if any, of its
features originated in England. The...
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